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the population o£ Victoria. A similar relationship between city and state
prevails as to Adelaide and South Australia, but the number of people is
only one third as great as in Victoria. Perth, with more than 200,000
people, has nearly half the population of Western Australia. There are
two other Australian provinces. One is Tasmania, a hilly little island with
only eight or nine people per square mile but with a good ring of rail-
roads. The other is the great, hot Northern Territory where there arc
only one white person and four natives for every 125 square miles.
New Zealand, with its two main islands, is often spoken of as if it
were closely connected with Australia. As a matter of fact, the distance
from Sydney to Auckland is nearly 1,400 miles. Although New Zealand
is about seven or eight times as densely populated as Australia, it has only
about fifteen people per square mile. So far as climate is concerned it
might support ten times as many. The country is new, however, which is
one reason for scanty population. Then, too, South Island and the south-
western part of North Island are so extremely mountainous and rugged
that they can never support many people. That is why railroads are so
scarce in A571. The mountains are of the young volcanic type which is
typical of the borders of the Pacific Ocean. The concentration of popu-
lation in a few cities is not so extreme in New Zealand as in Australia.
Auckland, on a narrow neck of North Island, is the only city of more
than 200,000 population. Nevertheless, about half the New Zealanders
live in cities of more than 20,000 population. The high percentage of
city dwellers in both New Zealand and Australia is evidence of the pros-
perity which people enjoy in a new country with a good climate where
the population has not yet become dense.
Pacific Islands
Between America and the big islands of Japan, the Philippines, New
Guinea, and New Zealand, the Pacific Ocean is dotted with thousands o£
smaller islands, lying mainly within the tropics. Taken all together, the
2,650 of them large enough to. be named separately are about like our
state of Washington in area (70,000 square miles) but only two thirds
as populous (about 1,100,000). They are divided into two distinct types,
low coral islands, or atolls, and higher volcanic islands of all sizes from
mere points of rock up to New Caledonia north of New Zealand (6,450
square miles); Hawaii, the largest of the Hawaiian Group (4,210) and
Viti Levu (4,111), largest of the Fiji Group. These larger islands are
comparable to our state of Connecticut (5,000 square miles), but their
populations are much smaller, only 60,000 in New Caledonia and 400,000
in Hawaii. One reason for such small populations is that most of the
volcanic islands are extremely rugged. On Tahiti a peak 8,000 feet high is

